






1“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

2a Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away;

- When we are fruitless, the Lord lifts us up - “airó” [the Greek 
word] meaning “to raise, take up, lift”. 

- Our lifting could be through the gospel of salvation (the 
kingdom of God); a Word of encouragement from a brother or 
sister; through personal study of the Word and fellowship with 
the Holy Spirit, etc. 







2b and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit.

- After “lifting” us, we begin to bear fruit. 

- At the fruitful stage, so much work [pruning] still needs to 
be done before we get to the more fruit stage. 

- “Pruning”, in Greek, “kathairó” which means “to cleanse”.

- As children of God we are cleansed by the washing with 
water through the Word. (John 15:3; Eph 5:26).





2band every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit.

4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in Me.

- When we are cleansed by the Word, the outcome is 
guaranteed and measurable; “more fruit”.

- We are required to continue abiding in the Word in order 
to remain productive.





5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can 
do nothing.

- As we learn how to fellowship (abide) in the Word, we 
need to get to a place where the Word remains in us 
and us in the Word.

- In other words, the lifestyle of the Word becomes our 
lifestyle. 

- The strategies for bearing much fruit include 
a) cleansing with the water through the Word by abiding 

in the Word 
b) keeping God’s command. 





John 15:7-8 (NKJV)

7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will 
ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit; so you will be My disciples.



1) No Fruit 
Stage

John 15:2a

2) Fruit Stage
John 15:2b

3) More Fruit 
Stage

John 15:2b

4) Much Fruit 
Stage

John 15:4-5, 8

Summary of the stages of fruitfulness from 
John 15:1-8

The Lord Lifts 
and Props

The Lord Prunes 
(cleanses)

Abide in the 
Lord


