
Moral Excellence & 

the Body of Christ

2 Peter 1:1-13

1 Corinthians 12:12-27



Discerning the Body

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 NLT

12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make 
up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ.

13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, 
and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one 
body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.

14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.



Discerning the Blood

Revelations 5:9-10 NLT

9 And they sang a new song with these words:

“You are worthy to take the scroll and break its seals and open 
it. For you were slaughtered, and your blood has ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation.
10 And you have caused them to become a Kingdom of priests 
for our God. And they will reign on the earth.”
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Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

Introduction

- It takes a community 

- Moral excellence is the courageous and heroic decision to 
always do what is in right standing with the word of God. 

- It is living a life that brings glory to God. 

- Courage to stand up and speak out and be counted for God.

- Bring your finest character to your commitment to do the 
will of God



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

Introduction

- Moral excellence deals with the pursuit of the moral will of 
God in every area of life – values, attitudes, priorities, 
goals, purposes, devotion. 

- It includes Christ-like character in the home, at the office, 
at church, in the community, as well as one’s hobbies, and 
entertainment. 

- Moral excellence is intricately interwoven in every aspect 
of the life of a Christian.



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

2 Peter 1:1-13 NLT

Foundation

1 This letter is from Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus 
Christ.

I am writing to you who share the same precious faith we 
have. This faith was given to you because of the justice and 
fairness of Jesus Christ, our God and Savior.

2 May God give you more and more grace and peace as you 
grow in your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

2 Peter 1:1-13 NLT

Foundation – Growing in Faith
3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have 
received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his 
marvelous glory and excellence.
4 And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These 
are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption 
caused by human desires.
5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith 
with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge,
6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient 
endurance with godliness,
7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone.



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

2 Peter 1:1-13 NLT

Foundation – Growing in Faith
8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that 
they have been cleansed from their old sins.
10 So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those 
God has called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.
11 Then God will give you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
12 Therefore, I will always remind you about these things—even though you already 
know them and are standing firm in the truth you have been taught.
13 And it is only right that I should keep on reminding you as long as I live.



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

1 Corinthians 12:16-21 NLT

Foundation – One Body With Many Parts

16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that 
make it any less a part of the body?

17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an 
ear, how would you smell anything? 

18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it.

19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part!

20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.

21 The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, 
“I don’t need you.”



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

Judges 21:25; Ephesians 2:1-3 NIV

Need For Moral Excellence

25 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit. 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.

3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

Isaiah 5:20-23 NIV

Need For Moral Excellence
20 Woe to those who call evil good

and good evil,
who put darkness for light

and light for darkness,
who put bitter for sweet

and sweet for bitter.
21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes

and clever in their own sight.
22 Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine

and champions at mixing drinks,
23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe,

but deny justice to the innocent. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

1 Peter 2:8b-10

But You Are God’s Own Possession

8b They stumble because they do not obey God’s word, and so they meet the fate 
that was planned for them.

9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a 
holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the 
goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.
10 “Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people. Once you 
received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

4 Truths About Moral Excellence
- Moral excellence is not an act, but an outcome of habit 

- Moral excellence demands commitment to continuous improvement 

- Moral excellence acknowledges incremental progress 

- Moral excellence calls for going the extra mile



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ

2 Peter 1:5-9 NLT

The Building Blocks – Milestones of Maturity
5 In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your 
faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with 
knowledge,
6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient 
endurance with godliness,
7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone.
8 The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that 
they have been cleansed from their old sins. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ -

7 Ways To Cultivate Moral Excellence

1) Renew Your Mind  - Romans 12 :2 NLT
2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. 

Renew Your Mind  - Proverbs 4:23 AMP
23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life.

2) Control Your Thoughts – Philippians 4:8 NIV

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ -

How To Cultivate Moral Excellence

3) Keep Godly Company - 1 Corinthians 15:33 NIV

33 Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.

Keep Godly Company – Psalm 119:63 NIV
63 I am a friend to all who fear you, to all who follow your precepts.

4) Start In Your Home – 2 Timothy 1:5 NIV
5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois 
and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ -

How To Cultivate Moral Excellence

5) Think Heavenward – 1 John 3:2-3 NIV
2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 
made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just 
as he is pure.

Think Heavenward – Colossians 3:1-3 NIV
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ -

How To Cultivate Moral Excellence

6) Seek Divine Assistance – Hebrews 4:14-16 NIV

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into 
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 
sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Seek Divine Assistance – Philippians 1:6 NIV
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.



Moral Excellence & the Body of Christ -

How To Cultivate Moral Excellence

7) Meditate On The Word – Deuteronomy 6:6-9 NIV

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the 
doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

Meditate On The Word – Joshua 1:8 NIV
8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful



Our Contact Information

• Website: www.toms-lifestyle.org 

• YouTube Page: The Outgivers Ministries (TOMS)                                      

• Blog: www.outgivers.blogspot.com                           

• Facebook page: www.facebook.com/aboundinchrist   

• Email: info@toms-lifestyle.org 

• Address: P.O. Box 86362 Gaithersburg, MD 20886  

• Phone #: 1.844.762.3332 

• 1.571.278.7680

• 1.240.328.2211


